Nothing is left, moreover, wherewith to purchase rest and peace by the seaside or in the country, and nothing to meet the severe tax of sickness or convalescence.
How this state of things is to be cared taxes the mind of the philanthropist, the economist, and the socialist; that it is intolerable there is no doubt. We have long been accustomed to boast of our wealth, and to be proud of our national resources ; but the squandering of the rich, which is apparent to all, blinds our eyes to the wants of the poor, which are hidden. We forget, moreover, in estimating the national wealth that the prosperity of a nation must not be estimated by the spending power of the rich, but by the purchasing power of the poor, and that as long as half our population cannot by any possible means obtain enough food to maintain health; disease, suffering, crime, and unrest will be the result.
